Archaeologists aren’t often lauded in the newspapers or thrown parades, but do not doubt that the path we follow has been paved by an incredible variety of brilliant, brave and passionate men and women. Take pride in this life, young archaeologist! Here are some of those who have led the way.
(Image of Arch )The Great Belzoni! This over-the-top 19th century Italian showman was the prototypical clever, adventurous archaeologist who gained his fame excavating Egyptian tombs. Giovanni Belzoni was a giant of a man, who first worked in circuses in England and Spain, but he was an engineering genius and on a trip to the Middle East he was commissioned to remove the head from a statue of Ramses II. His efficient work at this task set the stage for a lifetime of archaeological discovery with an engineers touch.

(Image of Arch ) Howard Carter may be one of the world’s most famous archeologists and his story is filled with danger, excitement and intrigue. In 1922 he and his team discovered what looked like a forgotten tomb. That forgotten tomb housed the body of a forgotten pharaoh, but just weeks after the discovery that pharaoh, known to us as King Tut, became the most famous, and mysterious, Egyptian of all time. King Tut’s body and his tomb were nearly untouched for 3,000 year. Read more about Carter in his book The Tomb of Tutankhamen.
(Image of Arch) Mark Lehner is an archaeologist who focuses on the buildings and monuments of ancient Egypt. He has worked with two teams sponsored by NOVA, one to construct a small pyramid using ancient methods and materials, and the other to raise an obelisk. The pyramid team succeeded, but the Obelisk couldn't be raised. Three years later he returned to the sands and successfully raised the giant tower!

(Image of 2 Arches) Bethany Smith, 10 years old, and Christopher Cannel, 13, won the Young Archaeologists award in 2004. Both had to design an ancient monument and narrate the process by which it would have been built. Bethany and Christopher both look forward to being archaeologists someday and are getting a jump start on it now. Why don't you do some of your own digging and find an opportunity in your own community that could give you a chance to explore the world of archeology?

EXPEDITION CHECKLIST
As the team is gearing up for what should be a great adventure they've requested a list of essential supplies from me. The area they'll be traveling to isn't easily accessible so they've asked me to limit the items to 10 necessities. What do you think would be most important to bring on an expedition?
